
Gilbert 

Wines 
A Benfleet character 

and keen 
photographer! 

 
 
 
 
 

Many of his pictures were taken in the station and 
creek area and have helped us immensely when 
documenting the changes made.  We have been 

fortunate to be able to use many of them on our site 
and some are shown here. 

 
Gilbert Godfrey Wines was born in 1924 
at 3 Glen Villas 101 High Street, 
Benfleet, 
opposite the 
station.   
He never 
married and 
lived all his 
life in the 
same 
cottage. 
 
He was 
Baptised at 
St Mary’s 

Church on 20th April 1924 by the  
Rev. W.H. Holdsworth 
 

His Baptismal Certificate 

Picture from ‘British Fleet News’ published by 
Shell Tankers (UK) Ltd dated November 1977  
 



 
Gilbert and his brother - 
Lieutenant – Commander 
Charles H Wines DCM RN - both 
served in the Royal Navy during 
the Second World War. Gilbert 
worked in the stores his brother, 
of whom Gilbert was extremely 
proud, was a swordfish pilot. 
 
Gilbert later joined the merchant 
Navy where he served on the 
Shell tanker ‘Aulica’ 
 

      Charles on the left and Gilbert Wines   
(Charles’ story is told in full on our website) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gilbert’s family and friends enjoying a summer day on The Ray, 
as the sandbars in the Thames were known locally, late 1930's. 
Photograph of Mrs Elvidge left Mrs Dorothy Wines right, children 
from left to right Russell Elvidge, Charles and Gilbert Wines 
 
 
 



 
Gilbert, smart in his uniform, leaves 
his house.  In the background is 
Benfleet Station.  You can see that 
this was taken before the pedestrian 
underpass was built. 

 
 

Opposite the 
house 
construction of 
the pedestrian 
underpass takes 
place, below 
taken from the 
Canvey side. 
(date unknown.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Gilbert climbed to the top of St. Mary’s Church tower to take 

these photographs of church creek.   

Above you can see the railway bridge in the distance which 

shows how the water used to flow underneath – Now of course 

the creek is gone, replaced by road the road to Canvey. 

 



 

Not surprisingly given his naval background and his home being 

so near the creek, Gilbert had strong connections with the 

Benfleet Yacht Club.  His father, Herbert Wines was one of the 

founder members. 

 

We have 
many of his 
photographs 
of the Club 
on our site 
but here are 
just two 
taken on a 
race day in 
the 1930s.  

 

 
Benfleet Yacht club the 'Soar' positioned by the railway station. It was 
from here that some races were officiated. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Race officials aboard the 'Soar' in Benfleet Creek. Bill Ward is standing in 
the centre of the picture. Does anyone know who the other men are? 



This proximity to water also meant that Gilbert was one of the first 
to photograph the terrible flooding of Canvey Island in 1953. 
These views were taken from Benfleet on the morning after. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Sadly, Gilbert Wines passed away in 2012 aged 88 but he will 
be remembered on our site through his photographs which 

he loaned to us.  He would often pop into our Library 
sessions with maybe a few more pictures he has come 

across or just for a chat. 
But there was one thing he never mentioned…. 

 
Quite by chance we recently came across this press cutting 
donated by Betty Matson (also remembered here) – and, who 
should be among the bellringers but Gilbert Wines! (Third 
from left) 

Southend Standard, Thursday October 13, 1949.,       

B.W. Matson, M. Pearcey (now Mrs.Cox), G. Wines, P. Herbert, A.J. 
Matson, E. Quilter, C.L. Matson 
 
“The Peal of Bells at St. Mary’s Church, South Benfleet, which now includes the 

1930=1945 Victory Thanksgiving Bell, was heard for the first time in 35 years on 

Thursday.  The bells were tried out prior to their rededication by the Bishop of 

Chelmsford next month. Photo Shiner and Holmes, South Benfleet.” 


