
Betty Nora 

Matson  
Botanist and Bell 

Ringer! 

Sadly passed away on 

11th January 2017 

The Matsons were a long standing Benfleet family, closely 

involved in the community and church life.   

 Betty and her sister Joan were 

born in her grandmother’s house, 

St. Katherine’s, in Vicarage Hill.  

The family lived in Bedford at the 

time but moved to Benfleet when 

her grandmother had a stroke.  

Betty would then have been 8 

years old. 

This photograph is of Emilie Marie 

Holthouse née Wehrung.  This lady 

is Betty’s maternal grandmother and 

she is pictured here outside the 

house in Vicarage Hill. She was 

born in 1858 and died in 1934. 



 

St. Katherine’s 

and Vicarage Hill 

at about the time 

Betty was born 

and, below, how it 

looks now! 

 

Betty and her sister spent 

the greater part of their 

lives living in the family 

home at 75 St. Mary’s 

Road, remaining there 

after the deaths of their 

parents. 

 

A teacher at Westcliff High School for girls, Betty was also a 

keen gardener and botanist, being member of the South East 

Essex Natural History Society. (Joan worked for a short while at 

the Stanley House School in Benfleet.)  A leading light of the 

local hand bell group, Betty, along with her sister and father were 

bell ringers at St. Mary’s Church. 

Finally, living alone, Betty moved to retirement 

accommodation in Rochford in 2014, but before she did so, 

she passed a lot of local ephemera to the Benfleet Archive. 

 



 

The Matson Collection! 

Through this abundance of archive material we have been able to 

find out much of interest about The Matsons and old Benfleet, in 

particular that the family had a strong connection to St. Mary’s 

Church.  Betty’s Great Uncle was The Reverend Arthur Carsten 

Holthouse (vicar from 1914–1920).   

 

Charles L. Matson, Betty’s father was Church Warden for a time.   

“One of the oldest residents of Benfleet, he witnessed its 

development from a village to an urban district and 

residential area, and the growth of its institutions…..He was 

a prominent member of the Church and was keenly 

interested in its history.  Of late years he was a leading 

member of the group which took an interest in the re-tuning 

and re-hanging of the bells, and acted as Ringing Captain.”   

(Taken from a tribute in the ‘Benfleet Historical Society Journal’ after his 

death in April 1974.  Sadly his wife, Betty’s mother, died shortly after and 

is also mentioned) 

Note: Charles was also auditor of the Historical Society before 
becoming President in 1959. He also served as vice-President 

from 1970-74. 

This silver salver was presented 

to Betty’s great uncle Rev 

Holthouse and his wife by the 

parishioners of St Mary’s Church 

on the occasion of their marriage 

on October 24th, 1916.  Betty was 

very attached to this item. 



 

This is just one of the press cuttings, carefully preserved by the 

family.  Betty, her father and sister are all in the photograph. Both 

Charles and Joan became bell ringing captains in future years. 

 Southend Standard in October 13th, 1949. 

left to right:- B. N. Matson; M. Pearcey (now Mrs Cox); G. Wines; 
P. Herbert; A.J. Matson; E. Quilter; C.L. Matson 

“The peal of bells at St. Mary's Church, South Benfleet, 

which now includes the 1939-1945 Victory Thanksgiving Bell, 

was heard for the first time in 35 years on Thursday. The 

bells were tried out prior to their rededication by the Bishop 

of Chelmsford next month.” 

.  

http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/images/uploaded/originals/SCAN5376_001.jpg


 

Also, thanks to the Matson Family, we received a multitude of 
information leaflets issued by the authorities during the Second 
World War on subjects, ranging from the alarming  “If the invader 
comes” to the mundane “Your Anderson shelter this winter” .  

 Charles Matson (pictured) lived through 
both world wars, serving in the Royal Air 
Force in the first and then, in the second, 
signing up as an Air Raid Warden in 1938 
and the Home Guard in 1943.    

These documents 
are in some cases 
personal as in the 
Home Guard 
certificate of 
proficiency (shown 
here) belonging to 
Betty’s 
father.  

(More can 
be seen on 
our Site.) 

 

 

 

The documents were of their time 
and treated as redundant after 
the war …… hence their scarcity 
now.   

 

 

http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/images/uploaded/originals/img007.jpg
http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/images/uploaded/originals/img0121.jpg


 

One intriguing item passed to the Benfleet Archive was an 

envelope containing a letter from Sir Charles 

Nicholson to Rev. Ralph Gardner (vicar of St. Mary’s from 

1927-42) and the sketch of John Augustus Browne of Reeds 

Hill Farm. To preserve them, we have had them framed (They 

can also be seen on our site). 

********* 

Of course we can only show a fraction of the 

items donated here and 

many have already been put 

on our site for you to see.  

Other documents include  

Journals of the Historical 

Society, Programmes from 

shows and pageants, 

historical records from the 

Church and local parish magazines and we 

hope to add these to the Archive too.  

- A very big thank you to Betty and her family - 

 

 

Betty liked to visit 

our shows when 

she could and she 

is pictured here in 

2014 meeting with 

old friend Iris Sugg 

(sitting) and Ron 

French. 

http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/page/benfleet_seventy_years_ago
http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/page/benfleet_seventy_years_ago
http://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/page/rev_gardner

